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In Rome the urban mobility system is centered on car use;  
This leads to a environmental, economic and social un-sustainability. 

We foresee a radical and immediate change of course. 



Infact car use is now a new slavery :  

automobile traffic is part of the urban landscape;  

traffic conditions us in daily habits;  

traffic takes away time on social relationships and emotions;  

traffic is cause of stress and bad for your health;  

traffic is cause of  pollution, road accidents and noise…  



We must preserve the right to a fair and sustainable mobility:  
we must think about the benefit of the community.   
New paradigms should replace those in crisis. 



In London you pay the toll for entrance into the city by car. 
Bike rental Velib system in Paris  has been copied around the world. 

Beijing has built six new subway lines for Olympics games. 
 

What happens in Rome? 



For the youth of twenty years, the car is not a necessary transport;  

over the past 3 years,  in Italy,  driver's licenses issued to people under 25 
years are only 20% of total.  
 
 

A sustainable development meets the needs of 
current generations without compromising  satisfaction of the 
necessities of future generations. 
 
 

Long-term sustainability is the only strategy that will ensure 

that human activities (social and economics) can continue to exist.  
 
 

We must become the change we want to see (Gandhi) 



Our project explores an urban area (between via Prenestina and via Tiburtina)   
strongly influenced by car mobility.  



A24 Highway  
(strada dei parchi - Parks road) is currently the spine of an enormous roman portion of city.  

Infact the presence of A24 highway characterizes the entire urban sector, and acts as a 
large cut in the urban.  
Is an exceptional situation for Rome: the only time we see a highway into the heart of the 
historic city, and almost licking the walls of Aurelian.  



The paradox of this highway, called Strada dei Parchi because it leads to the great 

national parks of Abruzzo, is the strong essence of urban in the roman stretch. 



Character of the area is given by the coexistence of city planned and spontaneous 

textures, rural areas and big infrastructures, archaeological remains and urban voids, 

just like a congregation of “incidental” urban products.  





Summarizing this area  bear the traces of urban disorder and unresolved layering. 
 



But the real protagonist is A24 highway.  

For this reason we decided to name this area Area24.  
 



if via  

Cristoforo Colombo  

is still the modern  

artery for city  

entrance,  

can A24 be defined  

the contemporary  

axis? 



As the Via dei Fori Imperiali today is not the same thought in 1931,  

what will be A24 in 2111?  
 



The project aims to answer these questions in a radical way. 



First,  we think that in Rome there is a need to return to long-term planning, 

enduring development and big ambitions. For this reason  we present 

a large-scale project: probably an utopian and provocative project.  
 

1967 – Studio Asse  (V. Delleani, M. Fiorentino, R. Morandi, V.F.L. Passarelli, L. Quaroni, B. Zevi) – Sistema Direzionale Orientale  



We also think that, as a social network,  
Area24 can produce a combined effect larger than separate effects:  
we imagine it as a virtuous strip that condenses in itself  several possibilities for development. 
 



And so, even if the highway is now being enlarged, we want to imagine as if it 

were already in disuse, and then propose an utopian project in which we think it 

not as strada dei parchi, but as a strada-parco, greenway or citizenway.  

 

The Area24 project will explore the potential of this future vision. 



So,  different project spatiality and temporality co-exist in Area24: 

 

•first phase: multifunctional path and linear park in 2022, when the cars will be still necessary 

•second phase: park  of sustainability and urban green path in 2052, when other forms 

of transportation will replace cars 

•third phase: and then in 2112 a mega energy corridor in which water, air, earth and fire will 

finally replace the asphalt.  

 

We try to explain how we imagined these 3 phases. 



We try to explain how we imagined these 3 phases. 

From the first phase (2022) Area24 is a large container of medium and small areas  

that interact with each other through a mechanism similar to that of a "network". 

Thematic groups  are provided in different areas of the project.  

In this way we have developed a large continuous system.  

 

In this system some focus groups are repeated with the aim to give each sector  

the same degree of minimum overall sustainability. 

 



Some basic elements  are repeated in multiple locations: for example the rain water collection tanks, surrounded 

by trees; the spaces dedicated to energy production; the collection centers for reuse of materials; the 

areas devoted to perennial crops to maintain soil fertility. 

 

But the project also wants to have a strong local vocation. 

In fact, in relation to the potentialities of neighborhoods that accommodate the different fields of Area24, we 

have chosen some "special features"  (recreational, cultural, educational, social and environmental), in order to 

increase the strength of sustainability in its entirety.  

All these choices are closely linked to local needs .  



In the next step of project development (second phase – 2052)  

some of these network nodes tangent to the "street park" will become  stations of the new public mobility, 

serving the neighboring districts.  

 

The parks road is then divided into five multifunctional sections (each about a mile and a half) that can 

accommodate some occasional new features. 

 



 Third phase (2112): 

We imagine therefore a last and 

furthest stage of our project in 

wich the A24 highway will 

be permanently disconnected 

from its function as “road”. 

 

 This big urban corridor will 

become an energy corridor divided 

into 4 sections; each section is 

devoted to a different source 

of renewable energy: 

sun, wind, water and soil. This 

corridor will then become a 

giant power generator for the 

entire city .  

 

 



The project relies definitively the question of sustainability not 
only at the scale of individual buildings,  

but to that of urban design in all its environmental, economic, 

institutional and social aspects. 
 


